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A Study on the Institutional Characteristics

of Artisanal Fisheries

Kim, Byoung-Ho

Abstract

This study is concerned with the identification of the concepts and characteristics of the traditional access
of small scale fishery and traditional small scale fishery based on the classification of fisheries under
Fisheries Law. As we called, these fisheries are the small scale of artisanal fisheries.

These traditional small scale of artisanal fisheries have been developed throughout the most coastal
fisheries but have never been included the institutional fishery system and policy since industrial fisheries
have been exploited. By this reason, there was no studies to understand and identify these fisheries as
fisheries under category of institutional fishery system.

Recently, by the Fisheries Law, any person who desires to operate these fisheries, shall report to the
provincial governor and then these fisheries were incorporated into the category of fisheries to be reported.
But this case of the administrative practices should be not consistent with the classification of fisheries
under Fisheries Law.

The traditional access of small scale fishery is a derivative concept of fishery categories under the
institutional fishery system. Because this fishery under institutional fishery system can not be establish the
right of fishing by fishery right system technically but the right of fishing is supported by the fishing access
system only. Therefore, It is a mistake for the provincial fishery governor to adopt such a policy that the
fishing right of the traditional access of small scale fishery which is different from the fishing based right is
restricted by the factors of fisheries to be reported.

On the other hand, the traditional small scale fishery is coincident with the traditional access of small
scale fishery and the common fishery under the style of utilization of fishing ground and fishing gear and
methods. But this fishery has never been included the fishery categories supported by the government
subsidy policies and considerations and has been remained with indifference during the last few decades.

Anyhow the fishing right of these fisheries have been assured under the institutional fishery system, any
person who desires to operate this fishery should have a fishing right against the public or private uses of
fishing ground such as land reclamations and other coastal zone development. A deprivation of the fishing
right of this fishery by the conflicts of these public and private uses of fishing ground is not regarded as
appropriate according to the social welfare policy. Also it is the administrative expediency to support the
fishing right of this fishery under the fisheries to be reported.



