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Spatial Changes in the Business Organization of Retailing
in the Seoul Metropolitan Area

Summary

This paper aims at examining the
regional difference of changes in the
business organization of retailing in the
Seoul metropolitan areas, as an attempt to
understand regional structure of retailing

Ju-Seong Han*

within metropolitan areas showing the
trend of suburbanization.

On the national level, retail sales have
concentrated on the large metropolitan
areas, especially on the Seoul metroplitan
area, with the concentration of population
and income. Within metropolitan areas,
the suburbanization of retailing has made

*Professor. Dept. of Geography Education, Chungbuk National Univ.
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the larger structure of retail and multi-
store retail appeared.

In order to confirm such phenomenon,
this paper is to analyze and to compare
the industrial composition of retailing
using industry data of 1979 and 1991. And
this paper is to analyze the regional
changes in the characteristics of business
organization of retailing, with the index
including the percentages of establishments
with less than under four employees.
juridical establishments, employees of
ordinary times, and the annaul sales per
The
characteristics of business organization of

establishment of retailing.

retailing is analyzed by principal
components analysis, and the types with
component in each district (city. county,
ward) is analyzed by cluster analysis
(Ward method).

The data of 1979 were obtained from the
statistics in the Census of Wholesale and
Retail Trade published by the National
Bureau of Statistics of Economic Planning
Board, and that of 1991 were obtained
from the statistics in the Report on
Establishment Census (Vol.3 Wholesale
and Retail Trade) published by the
National Statistics Office.

The following are resultant findings.

1. In Seoul metropolitan area, changes
in the industrial composition of retailing
with annual sales from 1979 to 1991 show
very higher composition rates of ‘general
and ‘retailing of
personal transport equipment and gasoline
service stations'

merchandise stores’

., but comparatively lower
composition rates of ‘retailing of food,
‘retailing of
textiles, clothing, footwear and apparel

beverages and tobacco’,

‘general retail trade, n.e.c.’,
and ‘retailing of household fuel’ .

accessaries’ |

2. The characteristics of business

orgnization of retailing in Seoul
metropolitan area presents the prevailence
of small. personal business organization
and especially larger employees of ordinary
times.

3. Business components of retailing by
principal components analysis in Seoul
metropolitan area are follows: @ All
retaining industries are larger business
® Larger business take the

‘retailing of taxtiles, clothing. footwear

scale.
and apparel accessories’. ‘retailing of

furniture, home furnishing and

equipment’ , and ‘retailing of jewellery and
watches’ is main characteristic legal

organization and employees of ordinary

times.

4. Types changes in business
organization of retailing in Seoul
metropolitan area represent legal

organization and employees of ordinary
times taking the ‘retailing of textiles,
clothing, footwear and apparel accessories’ ,
‘retailing of furniture, home furnishing
and equipment’, and ‘retailing of jewellery
and watches’,
taking ‘general retail trade, n.e.c.’ in

and legal organization

1979. All retailing industries are changed
into larger business scale, in 1991. These
phenomena of business changes appeared
in Seoul city, its satellite cities, and
in Kyunggi-do
(province). And larger business scale
taking the ‘retailing of textiles, clothing,
footwear and appearel accessories’ .

southeastern regions

‘retailing of jewellery and watches’, and
‘general retail trade, n.e.c.’ are appeared
in the legal organization in 1979.
Retailing of personal transport equipment
and gasoline service stations are appeared
in employees of ordinary times in 1991.
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These phenomena of business changes is
appeared in eastern and northern regions
in Kyunggi-do.

5. Changes in the business organization
of retailing in Seoul metropolitan area is
appeared in legal organization and
employees of ordinary times for some

industries in 1979, larger business scale of

AR CHEEXIZIEEIX] 31(1) 1996

retailing and employees of ordinary times
in ‘retailing of personal transport
equipment and gasoline service stations

are the characteristics in 1991.

Key Words: business organization of
retailing, principal components analysis,
types change, Seoul metropolitan area
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