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ABSTRACT

To understand the present states of abstracting and to investigate contents of abstracts, a survey and content
analysis was done in the field of social sciences. Of the 102 nation wide scholarly journals examined 54(53%)
included abstracts with articles. 33 had abstracts in Korean. Among the 34 journals with editorial statements about
abstracting only 13 had suggestions about abstract contents. Based on the investigation, 4 disciplines having
abstracts mostly was selected and 149 abstracts in the 4 major journals in each discipline were sampled. Complete
abstracts were analvzed according to 12 variables covering required content elements, unnecessary statements, and
writing stvles. Statistical characteristics of the abstracts is varied among disciplines and the scope is verv wide.
Particularlv number of paragraph and number of character per abstract is much different from the standards. The
content analvsis showed 51% of the abstracts were incomplete. 39% of the abstracts did not mention research
method used. 39 abstracts included unnecessary statements. Writing style analysis also showed many faults both in
the pronoun abuse and the misuse of voice or tense. Korean author abstracts in social science scholarly journals
have deficiencies in linguistic structures as well as in contents and style.
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