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ABSTRACT

This dissertation evaluates the Sulmunhaejaikjing, published in 1912, by Sun-Soo Park, an ideographic
scholar of the late on Korean Chosun Dynasty. This study first explores the compilation, structure and
methodology of the Chinese written characters in Sulmunhaejaikjing. Second, it studies the
Sulmunhaejaikjing’s distinctive features by means of a comparison with some works of Sulmunhak of the
Chung Period in China. '

Since the motivation of writing of his work was to correct the errors of Sulmunhaeja, Sun-Soo Park
attempted several independent interpretations. The interpretive stucture of Sulmunhaejaikjing exactly
follows the 14 Books and 540 Parts of Sulmunhaeja, but Park’s work differs in interpretation
methodology and content.

Huh Shin made Sojun characters the subject of the investigation, Sun-Soo Park corrected Huh Shin's
errors by making the Pre-Sojun, older Chinese characters the object of his investigation.

Sulmunhaejaju by Tan Ok-Jae, the most distinguished work of spoken literature in the Chung period,
adopted Huh Shin's interpretation and added notes, sothat Tan Ok-Jae, like Huh Shin, did not take
into account the Pre-Sojun old Chinese character. Therefore, Sun-Soo Park’s interpretation greatly differ
from Tan Ok-Jae’s.

Among the scholars of Sulmunhak in the Chung Dynasty, it is Oh Dae-Jing, the writer of
Sulmunhaejuba, that accomplished the most noticeable achievement in Sulmunhaeja, Oh Dae-Jing aimed
to collect all the Chinese characters which were confirmable in the interpretation of Sulmunhaeja. This,
Oh Dae-Jing in a sense, neglected the independent interpretation of characters.

Sun Soo Park, however, demonstrated a pregressive character in basing his independent interpretation
upon reliable resesources, even though he offered fewer character in number than did Oh Dae-Jing.
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