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- Abstract -

College Students” Knowledge and
Attitudes toward AIDS in Taegu and
Kyungbook areas

Yeonghee Shin".Yong Hae Hong”

Given the global impact of the AIDS pandemic, it is necessary to take every measure to prevent
an epidemic of this disease in Korea. The only available Strategy is prevention. Considering
college students as a potential risk group, this study examined their knowledge of, and attitudes
toward AIDS. In this study, a self-report questionhaire was administered to 167 students from

three colleges in Taegu and Kyungbook province area.

Findings indicated that most of the students had lacked knowledge about the AIDS. While
knowledge about the modes of transmission and prevention improved, some respondents still
believed that AIDS could be transmitted by sharing cups (17.4%), by mughjné or sneezing(29.3%),
and by moskito (25.7%). About 10% of the students reported that they had received some
instruction about AIDS, and 87.3% indicated a desire to know more about the disease. Most of
the students reported that they obtained AIDS information from media devices such as TV and

newspaper.

To the questions designed to examine attitude towards AIDS patients, the students showed a
tendency to view AIDS patients as responsible for their own illness (85.6%). Interestingly, they
sh(;wed sympathy to their imaginary friends and relatives suffering from AIDS (78.4%-90.2%).
Eighty percercent of the respondents felt that they personally were not at risk. The study
findings suggest a need for the developnient of AIDS educational programs for college students.

* College of Nursing, Keimyng University

** Choon Hae Junior College of Nursing

Chstzis mM35H M1z (96, 1-28Z) EH 184% 103



