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(Abstract)

This study is a thesis of the relationship between mother-in-law and daughter-
in-law in a family based on the Korean family system. This is done by analysing
how the traditional social system and the style of living are reflected in Korean
folk songs. This I believe is a necessity in order to understand the emotions
and ideas of the word *familys’ of Korea and to improve the state of the relations
between mother-in-law and her daughter-in-law.

I have divided this into 4 essential study points.

First, the family system illustrated in Korean folk songs are mainly father
centered family system. It caused a male-oriented society and women’s
subordination.

Second, the relationship between mother-in-law and her daughter-in- law
illustrated in folk songs are mostly vertical, subordinate. This is easily described
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as a lord and servant relationship.

Third, the state of relationship reflected in the folk songs from a daughter-
in-law’s point of view is obedience to her husband’s family, nostalgia to her

family, desperation and opposition.

Lastly, the state of relationship from mother in law’s point of view are discord,
cruel treatment, rule and power which herself carry.
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