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Suh, Jin-Hee. (1997). The acquisition of L2 English
agreement by L1 Korean speakers & its theoretical
implications for SLA.

This paper aims at showing firstly, that the parameterized
Universal Grammar is alsc accessible in second language acqui-
sition based on the data found in the English Agreement acqui-
sition by Korean speakers and secondly, that the theoretical claim
that the acquisition of Agreement is related to the Subject Drop
phenomenon can be supported by the second language acquisition
data. The functional category AGRP which is crucial here can be
parameterized according to its features with Korean of -Agr and
English of +Agr. Two groups of 40 each were tested and the
result shows that the parameter resetting is possible in terms of
the Agreement feature.

In addition to Agreement test, three more tests for the
distribution of Subject Drop, Subject Raising and NPI (Negative
Polarity Items) were conducted in order to find the correlation
among those grammatical phenomena. The result is that the
acquisition of Agreement and the Subject Drop possibility are
correlated but that they are not related to the obligatory Subject
Raising process. Finally, NPI distribution test which is supposedly
related to the Subject Raising turned out to carry little information

since the average grades from hoth groups were very low.
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(1) a. Shake hands.
b. Want go get it.
c¢. Show Mommy that.
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(2) a. Not Fraser read it.
b. No the sun shining.
c. No I see truck.
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1. 9als 58 gt Be BAL

(1)*a. Kiho's dog is white and he wash the dog.
b. Kiho’s mother reads many books.
¢. Kiho tells his friends that he has a computer.
*d. Kiho and Suehee goes to school every day.
*e, The tall boy drink a lot of juice.

Gge FEY FAEAN FAHEE THELE vFE HAGU, AL §5F
#elazl fishA dAE BEHY A0

(2) a. Kiho doesn’t study hard at home.
b. The teacher doesn’t open the door for Kiho.
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¢. Suehee doesn’t walk to school every day.

O. Folds d4& H7] A% g AE,

(3) a. Kiho gets up early in the morning.

CFol A 2fel B HAE

V. #4508 §F TN ARG Lol HAE 77

b. And he washes his face in the bathroom.
c. Usually has breakfast with his Dad.

*d. Kiho tells Mom that wants ice cream.

e. He says that he knows many girls.

*f. Kiho hopes that rains today.

g. He knows when is hungry at school.

h. He is happy when he eats lunch.

.

Fid

(4)*a. At school not Kiho speaks a word.

*b. This morning no Kiho has breakfast.

c. No student likes homework.

d. Kiho doesn’t know much about computers.
*e. No the teacher thinks that it is true.

=2 13

(5} a. Kiho doesn’t know anyone in the class,

b. Kiho knows that he doesn’t like anyone.

¢. Suehee doesn’t speak to anyone in her class.
*d. Any student doesn’t like the teacher.

e. Suehee doesn’t think that anyone likes her.
*f. Anyone doesn’t ask Kiho about the problem.
*g. Kiho thinks that anyone doesn’t speak to him.
*h. Anyone tells Kiho that he doesn’t study hard.
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