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— Abstract —

Perceived noise in patients
and discomfort due to noise

Park, Hyun Sook* - Kim, Kyung Hae*

The purpose of this study is to examine
hospital noise level and discomfort due to
noise. The subjects were 156 patients from
University hospital in Taegu. The data was
collected from April 10 to May 14, 1997.
The collected data were analyzed by SPSS
program using percentage, paired t—test,
ANOVA, and Pearson Correlation Coef-
ficient,

The results were as follows ;

The mean score of noise level was 1.62.
There was no statistically significant differ-
ence in noise level between day and night.
Patients perceived higher noise in the cate-
gories of conversation of visitors, conver-

* Nurse in Kyungpook National University
Hospital, Taegu, Korea.
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sation of care providers, noise of air
conditioners, and the conversation of nearby
patients than others during the day.

Patients perceived higher noise in the
categories of noise of air conditioners, con-
versation of visitors, conversation of care
providers, and telephone ringing than others
during the night.

There were no statistically significant
differences in noise level among the 4 wards
during the day or night.

Discomfort was due to the forementioned
noise, categories of high scores were sleep
disturbed, irritated, not so bad or not noisy,
and noisy.

To avoid noise, the subjects coped by
putting on a quilt, going out, sleeping, open-
ing or closing the window or door, and plug-
ging ears.

These results indicated that hospital noise
have a negative influence on patients’
health. So noise levels should be reduced in
hospitals.
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