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An Analysis of the Autonomous Regional Development
Soo Suk Kim

Korea Rural Economic Insititute

Summary

This study aims to analyze the model of ‘autonomous regional development’, which was initiated -in
1980s in Austria, then introduced into Germany and Switzerland.

The basic ideas of autonomous regional development are constructed of the peculiarity, the autonomy, the
integrity, and the project promotion.

The subjects of the development-four poles of the model ‘autonomous regional development’ -are
designed of the land residents, the regional advisers, the regional associations and the state.

The concret measures to realize the autonomous regional development are the realization of independent
regional economic structures, the autonomy of political decision-making, and the development of peculiar
rural cultures.

The autonomous regional development is a new development model, which is founded on the right basic
principles. In this model the initiative of thé residents is emphasized, and the real autonomy of regional
development is required. The principle of autonomy leads to the development of peculiar rural cultures,
which keep the peculiarity of the region. The development of rural culture contributes in turn to restoring the

identity of residents, which may become a driving force of the rural development.
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