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ABSTRACT

An Observation of the Chief Complaints of

Pediatric Outpatients

Ha-Seok Oh - Jang-Hyun Kim"
*Dept. of Pediatrics, College of Oriental Medicine,
Dongguk University, Seoul, Korea

BACKGROUND : The purpose of this study was to investigate the
new effective oriental medical treatments in pediatric diseases and its
clinical. applicahility..

METHOD : The study was composed of 1725 new patients who had
been treated at the pediatric unit in the Dongguk Bun-Dang Oriental
Medicine Hospital for 1 year, from 1 January 1997 to 31 December 1997,
and had ages between 0 and 18 years. The chief complaint was mainly

categorizedﬁ by oral examination on patients and their care-givers.

RESULT

1. The ratio of male to female was 1.35:1 and the number of each age

group and its percentage distribution was 228 patients (13.2%) for the
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age group between 0 and 1 year, 746 patients (43.2%) between 2 and
6 years, and 751 patients (43.6%) for the age group over 7 years.

2. The chief complaint of the new outpatients was weakness, asthma,
common cold, sinustis, skeletal disease, atopic dermatitis,
stomach-ache, short stature, diarrhea, nasal blooding, night terror,
allergic rhinitis, gastric disorder, enuresis, dermatitis, strabismus in the
order of majority.3. The number of patients and its percentage for the
most three complaints was 494 patients (286%) for weakness, 647
patients (37.4%) for respiratory disease, 144 patients (8.3%) for
digestive disease.

4. The digestive disease tended to increase in summer and appeared
mostly in the age group between 0 and 2 years. The respiratory
disease increased in inter-season and winter, but decreased
significantly in summer. The age group between 1 and 5 years was
the. largest. group of respiratory. disease..

CONCEUSION

I""The chief complaint in pediatric diseases that needed an oriental
medical treatment was mainly the disease that tends to take long time

and the weakness, and appeared frequently in digestive and respiratory
diseases.

2:The oriental medical treatment~was ™ still “preferred as a way to
improve the weakness by patients, rather than a way to overcome
thieir disease. In particular, the study shows that the oriental medical

treatment should be emphasized in terms of preventing the disease.

3. The new diseases, which were developed with the change of human
life and environment, (atopic dermatitis, enuresis, short stature,
obesily, dysthymic disorder, strabismus), should be investigated as a
new field of oriental medical treatment
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Table 1. The Number and Percent
of New Outpatients according to sex

Sex N. %
Male 994 57.6
Female 731 424
Total 1725 100.0
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Table

Percent

3.1
of

according to frequencies of chief

The
New

Number and

Outpatients

complaint.
FikE N. %
ZI1ZA MR 268 155
R 200 11.6
BETIR 186 10.8
8% RIREE 151 8.7
B Ea (AR 139 3.1
BRRER 90 5.2
o= FE 84 49
ik 70 4.0
SRE 66 3.8
HACRERS, SR, e 54 3.1
AR Z(HEBE) 53 3.1
T 51 3.0
BEa% 49 2.8
i 37 2.1
wrE(ERES) 34 2.0
Gy =714 BR 28 1.6
R 23 1.3
TIRAE 23 1.3
KERE, BE 21 1.2
fHik, W 18 1.0
7VEF 80 49
Total(%) 1725 1 100
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Table 2. The Number and Percent of New Outpatients according to age

Age012345678

9110|11112(13|14}15 17 [ 18 |Total

N. | 70 {158]165|154|155{132/140{116|109

105
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Table 3.2. The Number and Percent

of New Outpatients

frequencies of chief complaint.
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Table 4. Frequency of the weekness children according to month.
N?{ﬁ NRRIESs fiiti 5% I 59 M55 WR%iE5s, Mi-RrEgg, E39(%)
1f] 15 5 12 32(6.5)
2H 2% | 8 15 49(9.9)
35 18 6 13 37(7.5)
45 28 11 18 57(11.5)
5 24 12 8 44(8.9)
6 14 17 13 44(8.9)
75 42 0 3 24(4.9)
8] 15 7 8 30(6.1)
951 18 9 15 42(8.5)
104 28 15 13 56(11.3)
114 20 11 9 40(8.1)
121 13 14 12 39(7.9)
Total(%) | 240(486) | 115(233) | 139(28.1) 494(100.0)
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Table 5. Frequency of the weekness children according to age.

FH & MRiESs | WiRIES HE55 RS, WARES, E5(%)
9=1 9 2 0 11(2.2)
1 16 i1 18 45(9.1)
2 27 16 17 60(12.2)
3 22 16 10 48(9.7)
4 24 14 10 48(9.7)
5 19 13 6 38(1.71)
6 23 11 7 41(8.3)
7 21 6 7 34(6.9)
8 21 8 5 34(6.9)
9 15 3 13 31(6.3)
10 11 4 4 19(3.9)
11 6 2 5 13(2.6)
12 5 4 6 15(3.0)
13 6 1 10 17(3.4)
14 7 4 10 21(4.3)
15 ) 0 7 12(2.4)
16 3 0 4 7(1.4)
17 0 0 0 0€0.0)
18 0 0 0 000.0)
Total(%) 240(48.6) | 115(23.3) | 139(28.1) 494(100.0)
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Table 6. Frequency of the Digestive
disease according to month
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1A 21414 10(7.0)
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Table 7. Frequency of the 2 25322 39%, 9L 40502 6.2%,
diagestive disease according to age. 10/ & 59Wo= 91%, 11H& 768o=
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Table 8.-Frequency of the Respiratory-disease according-to-month
N’? BRE |7IANB | ARARERRE) | S22 8B K FRE KHE%)
18 15 20 14 2 51(7.9)
2H 12 16 17 3 48(7.4)
34 24 14 14 2 54(8.3)
4A 32 17 10 4 63(9.7)
SH 24 32 3 2 64(9.9)
65 15 20 15 4 54(83)
1 13 17 10 0 40(6.2)
8H 8 11 6 0 25(3.9)
9A 9 17 10 4 40(6.2)
108 16 27 13 3 59(9.1)
114 15 45 16 0 76(11.8)
12H 17 32 20 4 73(11.3)
Total(%) [200(30.9)|268(41.4) 151(23.4) 28(4.3) '647(100.0)
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Table 9. Frequency of the respiratiry disease according to Age.

REE

R |71 BRERIRRIE) | Qe 274 5 5| PR ES 5B (%)
0-1 10.. 17. 1 0 28(4.3)
1 36 28 6 3 73(11.3)
2 26 36 8 1 71(11.0)
3 26 38 10 2 76(11.7)
4 25 33 13 3 74(11.4)
5 13 35 12 4 64(9.9)
6 11 24 14 3 52(8.0)
7 11 16 14 1 42(6.5)
8 12 9 14 3 38(5.9)
9 6 10 16 2 346.2)
10 5 3 12 0 20(3.1)
11 6 3 3 0 17(2.6)
12 2 4 6 2 14(2.2)
13 4 5 3 Z 14(2.2)
14 2 6 5 1 14(2.2)
15 4 0 7 1 12(1.9)
16 1 0 2 0 3(0.5)
17 0 1 0 0 1(0.1)
18 0 0 C 0 0
Total(96) {200(30.9){268(41.4)|  151(23.4) 28(4.3) 647(100.0)
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