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< Abstract >

The purpose of this study was to develop criterion scores for the Korean version of the Maternal Behavior
Q-set. The Maternal Behavior Q-set was developed as a means of describing matemal behavior at home.
This Q-set consists of 90 items which are sorted to reflect the degree of similarity with mother’s observed
behavior. A mother's sensitive score is the correlation between this description of her behavior with the
criterion scores of Maternal sensitivity. The criterion scores of Maternal sensitivity were developed by 10
judges who are cognizant in attachment theory and matermnal behavior in natural contexts. The correlation
among each of the 10 judge’s matemnal sensitivity scores was grater than .72. The matemal sensitivity
criterion scores developed for Korean mothers correlated highly with the criterion scores for North American
mothers. And the interobservers™ correlation of the sensitivity scores ranged between 47~.93. According to
the items in the Matermal Behavior Q-set judged to be most like and most unlike the prototypically sensitive
mothers. “When baby is distressed, mother is able to quickly and accurately identify the source™ proved to be
the most sensitive maternal behavior item. "Mother seldom speaks to the baby directly” was the least
sensitive maternal behavior item.
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