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The Relationship between Mothers’ Parenting Behavior and Preschoolers’
Attachment Security and Social Competence.
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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between mothers’ parenting behavior and
preschoolers’ attachment security to their mother and preschoolers’ social competence. The sample were 44
mothers and their 49-56 months old preschoolers. The instruments for this study were the modified
IPBl{lowa Parent Behavior Inventory: Mother Form), the Attachment Q-set by Waters and the modified
ISCS{lowa Social Competence Scales: Preschool Form). The data were analyzed by frequency, t-test,
Pearson’s r, and Multiple Regression Analysis.

Major findings were that the responsive maternal parenting behavior was positively related to the
preschoolers’ attachment security. The guidance of maternal parenting behavior was positively related
preschoolers’ social activator of social competence. And there were significant correlations between the
preschoolers’ attachment security and social competence. The attachment security was positively related to
the socially activating and cooperative competence.
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