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The Distributional Patterns of Alpine Plants of Mt. Halla,
Cheju Island, Korea*
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Abstract : The alpine plants of Mt. Halla, Cheju Island. Korea can be divided o eighl groups based upon their
hotizontal and vertical distributions, and seem to have close connection with those of the Korean Peninsula as well as
the Japan. The presence of alpine flora on Mt Halla must primarily be attribuled to hislerical (actors, since it can not
be wholly explained by refererce to present environmental conditions, The alpine flora of Mt, Halia are evidently
descended from immigrants from NE Asia via Lhe Korean Pennsula during Lhe epoches of the Ice Age These plants,
which are very intolerant of competition with temperate plants, have been able to persist n alpne ates thanks to their
harsh climatic condilions. slerile soil, rugged topography and eryoturbation Continung works on the
palaecervironment and thermal amplitude of alpine planis on ML Halla may enabled to understand better on the
natural history of the Cheju lsland, as well as the stuctures and dunamics of alpine landscape and ecosystem on ML
Halla.

Key Words  Mt. Halla, alpine plants, horizontal and vertical distributions, biogeograptw, alpine landscape and
ecosystem. natural history.
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