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Changes of the Periodic Market System in the Kum River Basin, Korea*
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Abstract : The periodic market system in Korea still plays an important role in trade activities of rural
communities. The purpose of this study is to fluminate the rses and falls of the periodic markets and the spatial
patterns of traders and consumners visinng the penodic marlels in the Kur river basin of Chungtiuk province so as to
understand the regional changes of the periodic market systam. Considering the charactenstics of the periodic markets
from the aspects of both traders and consumers, this study finds oul that while periodic markets lecated in higher-order
centers have expanded. mest periodic markefs i lower-order centers have declined because of the transportation
improvement, the decrease in rural population, the improvernent in distrsbution system of agricultural products, and
the emergence of modem commerdial faciliies
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