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A Study on the Character of the Public
Library Collection

Young-Ki Kim *

{Abstract)

This paper is about the character of the public library collection. It was
done by indirectly analyzing the character of the five hideouts which are
most favorably chosen by the public library collection. Among those five
hideouts, book advertisements, book review in newspaper and bestseller are
similar in commerciality, because they are only treated as a product for profit
which were being adopted to the readers’ taste. And the two recommendation
lists pursue public interests and go through intellectual filtering, be it only
partial, forming a separate category.

As a result, the public library collection could not act as the carrier in the
knowledge flow and ignored by the public, only maintaining the level of
providing the time-killing reading material. Rather, it may even have carried
out the dysfunction of distorting the flow of knowledge. Although external
forces such as political and social factors or publishing- environmental factors
came into play, the critical point would be the continuing effort by the public
library to secure the autonomy in order to maintain the reason for coming

into being endowed by the public.

* Lecturer, Dept. of Library, Archive and Information Studies, Pusan National University
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