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Rhizoctonia Black Stem Rot of Saururi Herba
Caused by Rhizoctonia solani

Ki Yeol Lee*, Hyo Jung Kang, Kyung Ho Youn, Ki Su Ahn,
Kyeong Beom Min and Bu Gyu Park
Research Bureau of Chungbuk Rural Development Administration, Cheongwon, 363-880, Korea

ABSTRACT : Rhizoctonia stem rot of Saururi herba [Saururus chinensis (Lour) Baill] was observed
during plantations from 1996 to 1997 in Chungbuk area. Infected plant showed damping-off and stem
rot at soil line. The causal fungus of stem rot isolated from the infected plant was identified as Rhizoc-
tonia solani according to the criteria based on the cultural and morphological characteristics. The stem
rot of Saururi herba caused by Rhizoctonia solani was first described in Korea, and the name the

“Rhizoctonia black stem rot” is proposed.
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Fig. 1. Symptoms of Rhizoctonia black stem rot of Saururi herba A :Damping-off and Stem rot of Saururi herba plant at the
soil line B : Wilting symptom of Saururi herba 14 days after inoculation of R. solani.

Table 1. Morphological characteristics of the fungal patho-
gen isolated from infected Saururi Herba stems

Characteristics ~ Present isolate  Rhizoctonia solani®
Mycelia color  dark brown  pale yellow to dark brown
size 5~8 um usally more than 7 um
nucleus more than two more than two
Sclerotia shape  amorphous amorphous
color  dark brown  pale to dark brown
Monilioid cell present absent or present

*Data from Jr. Parmeter (1970) and B. Sneh (1991)
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