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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the factors which explain consumer’s information
search behavior. Data were analyzed by utilizing factor analysis and multiple-regression to
investigate the relationship among information sources, benefit, and actual and ideal self-
image and demographics. Based on the results, information sources for benefit, actual and
ideal self-image were developed. Predictors of information sources, benefits, and self-image
were identified. Marketing impliéation about information sources were discussed.

The results were as follows.

1. Actual and ideal self-images and information sources were devided into three factors.
And benefits were devided into five factors.

2. Actual self-image has more predicting power than ideal self-image to the benefits which
consumer sought. Among five benefits, character pursuit was the best predicted factor
according to the self-image.

3. Among three information sources, mass communication was the most effective source
which can be explained by the benefit and self-image. Fashion pursuit factor was the most

significant factor to the mass communication oriented source.
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