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(Abstract)

This research investigates the factors of
participatory activities in coalition between industy
firms and research universities. An empirical

analyses research was conducted with 375 sample
small and medium sized firms in Kwangju-Chonnam
area. The present conditions of the object firms’
product design were explored in terms of competitive
positions in markets.

The results show that the object firms have not
with  regional

universities, but want to have a close relationship for

much engaged in the coalition

the purpose of product design development. Several
t- test analyses were employed to discriminate the
groups of pro-colation and con-coalition between firm
and university. The indicate that the
perception of design importance as competitive means

results
and business success, the level of present design
capability, and the possession of design patent were
to differentiate the two

the important variables

groups. This research draws the implications to
enhance the coalitions between firm and universities

by utilizing the empirical results.
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