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A Study on the Residents' Participation principles in Rural Environmental
Planning process

Hae-Sub Oh
College of Agriculture & Life Sciences, Seoul National University

Summary

Rural Environmental Planning (REP) is a method used by citizens in small towns and rural areas to plan
their own future. REP assumes that the primary social value of rural people is to enhance a community's long-
term viability by respecting the carrying capacity of the natural environment.

REP derives its strength from the direct participation of those people affected by a plan. They determine
its goals, shape its content, and implement its components. And both the rural environmental planner and the
citizens involved in planning in their community must have a working knowledge of the legal framework of
planning.

In the results, REP reduces the cost of planning by drawing public agencies, not-for-profit organizations,
volunteers from the private sector, and all vital resources available to rural people when they plan for their
future.
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