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Restoration and Rehabilitation of Wetland Ecosystems in Japan
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ABSTRACT

Present status of Japanese wetland ecosystems and several trials towards rehabilitation and res-
toration of them are reviewed. Most of wetlands are altered to paddy fields and city areas, and
natural wet lowland including tideland is the most endangered nature in Japan. Not only the
preservation of natural wetlands but also the conservation of secondary nature of paddy field
and waterways in traditional rural areas and restoration of original nature in city areas became
the most concerned theme for nature conservation according to the national strategy for the bio-
diversity conservation. Not only the technological development based on the conservation ecol-

ogy, but also the development of mitigation banking system are needed in Japan.
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Fig. 2. Landsat MSS image of the Ogura-ike area
after reclamation.
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Fig. 3. Regrowing Marsilea quadrifolia, an endan-
gered species, with management following
paddy field cultivation.
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Fig. 4. Reconstructed semi-natural wetland from pad-
dy field in Toyota-No-Mori
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Fig. 5. Experiments of water front revegetation by
the Ministry of Construction.
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Fig. 6. Experimental planting along water logging
belt of a hydro power plant dam.
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