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ABSTRACT

The relationships of maternal childrearing behaviors and peer experiences to children’s self-
esteemn were examined with a sample of 433 5th- and 6th-grade elementary school students
(236 boys and 197 girls) and their mothers. Children answered the questionnaires on peer
experience (victimization by peers and peer aggression) and self-esteem, and their mothers
answered the questionnaires on maternal childrearing behaviors.

Maternal warmth was significantly related to children’s self-esteem both in boys and girls.
The warmer their mothers, the higher the children’s self-esteem. Maternal
permissiveness/nonintervention was related to self-esteem only in boys; the more
permissive/nonintervenient the mothers, the lower the boys self-esteem. Peer experiences
(victimization by peers and peer aggression) were significantly related to self-esteem both in
boys and girls; the more victimization by peers and peer aggression, the lower their self-
esteem. Maternal warmth was related to victimization by peers only in girls; the warmer the
mothers, the less victimization by peers experienced by girls.

The effect of maternal warmth on self-esteem was mediated by victimization by peers for
girls, which indicates that maternal warmth doesn’t have a direct influence but an indirect
influence on victimization by peers of children.

Victimization by peers was related to peer aggression both in boys and girls. The more
victimization by peers they experienced, the more peer aggression they showed.
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