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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate causal relationships among parenting stress, so-
cial support, parenting efficacy, and mothers’ parenting behaviors as a function of child’s sex.
The subjects were 419 boys and 414 girls in the 3rd grade of elementary schools in Inchon
city, and their mothers. Conflict Tactics Scales (Straus, 1979), Parenting Stress Index (Abidin,
1990), and Parenting Sense of Competence (Gibaud-Wallston & Wandersman, 1978) were re-
vised for use in this research. A modified version of the Social Support Scale (Pak, 1985) and
Teamwork of Parenting Alliance Inventory (Abidin, 1988) were used. The data were analyzed
with one way ANOVAS, Pearson’s correlations, and covariance structural analysis by the
LISREL 8.03 program. The results of this study were: (1) The more mothers felt parenting
stress and the less they perceived social support and parenting efficacy. (2) The process lead-
ing to mothers’ coercive parenting behaviors differed as a function of child’s sex. For mothers
of boys, parenting stress and social support had an indirect effect on coercive parenting behav-
iors through the mediation of parenting efficacy. For mothers of girls, however, parenting

stress had a direct effect on coercive parenting behaviors.
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