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Toxic Concept in Oriental Medicine

Sun-Dong Lee

Dept. of Preventive Oriental Medicine, College of Oriental Medicine, Sangji University

ABSTRACT

This treatise, after review recent data on Oriental Medical toxicity, gets a conclusion on toxic concept
of Oriental Medicine.

1. In the oriental medicine, the concept of toxic character contains propensity which disposition is
inclined, and general meaning covered with the effect of a medicine, a side effect, formation of a
medicine Besides, the concept diversely is used in the cause of a disease, names, symptoms, how to
treat, medicines, prevention name, etc.

2. Every herbal drugs has toxic character.

Levels of toxicity are nonexistence(f##), existence(5#), a little(’]N%), always(# ), serious(k#),
fatal toxic(#l®), whose concepts in the Oriental Medicine are divided relative and absolute at the
same time.

3. The examples of the fatal events by poisoning up to now are more than 400 cases(in China).

4. The factors of toxicity are the amount used unsuitably, the combination, directions, and
interactions between western and oriental medicine, etc. The reduction of toxicity and how to

detoxicate is several methods

The toxic science in Oriental Medicine based on the formation of oriental medicine present principles
which use herbal drugs safely and availablely, utilizing th dispositions and efficiencies. It has
positive, learning spirits which prevent abuse of oriental medicine, and which exactly diagnose and

use the herbal drugs in the treatment with absolute toxic medicine.

However, I think that scientific, positive experimental research is necessary to setup dose-response

relation, be in relative quantity of toxic character, operate on the reactive mechanism exactly
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