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Conversion of Closed Military Base and Regional Development
after German Unification”
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Abstract : Since the early 1990s, the activities of disarmament have happened to Germany on a large scale
because of German unification and the changes in security conditions of Europe. As a result, severe slump in munition
industry, the closing of military bases, and the incorporation of military servicemen and munition industry s
employees into society have become critical socio-political problems. Furthermore, the restructuring of regions
which have been dependent on military bases has emerged as a significant national issue in Germany. This article
deals with the conversion of closed military bases in Germany, by concentrating on the procedure and planning of this
recycling. With regard to this recycling and redevelopment of military sites, there are now many evident problems - the
lack of administrative and financial capabilities in central and local governments, central and local governments’
ineffective assistance, difficulties in demarcating sites for recycling and redevelopment, and slowdown in
redevelopment caused by the problems in identifying former owner and users. To be sure, for a region, the conversion
of closed military bases and facilities can be the opportunity for regional regeneration. However, in the case of a
sparsely populated region, the insufficient demand for such conversion can make it hard to recycle and redevelop
former military bases and facilities.

Key Words : Germany, unification, closed military base, conversion, regional development
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AR | F 5 (ha) A F-A (ha) A )& (%) A RR 9] AR (%)
& (A) (B) (B/A) EA AY RERE
Schleswig-Holstein 17,1300 1,7355 101 187 81.3
Hamburg 906.0 5867 648 1000 00
Bremen 610.0 1525 250 - - - -
Niedersachsen 96,910.0 11868 12 - - - -
Hessen 194100 3759 19 324 676
Nordrhein-Westfalen 485200 43131 89 349 65.1
Rheinland-Pfalz 374100 56308 151 111 889
Saarland 14700 66.2 45 198 802
Baden-Wiirttemberg 27,7100 40220 145 927 7.3
Bayemn 90,600.0 43596 48 163 837
Berlin 1,580.0 1826 116 471 - -
Meckenburg-Vorpommern 77,3500 42,5730 55.0 11.0 89.0
Brandenburg 183,700.0 102,599.1 559 16.0 840
Sachen-Anhalt 95,270.0 64,4990 7.7 180 820
Thiiringen 60,680,0 60.680.0 355 240 760
Sachsen 58,040.0 19,1200 329 200 80.0
ME F 3 340,676.0 224291 6.6 364 63.6
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Hamburg 5290 00 0.0 548 00 29 586.7
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ZA: BfLR, Matenalien zur Raumentwicklung, HS59, p.17.
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