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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the philosophy behind the Kasaya and its evolution through
its clothing, material, colour, structure, and sewing.

According to the study, the results were as follows.

1. The philosophy behind the dressing of the Kasaya can be found in the <Sariputra-pariprecha .
Therefore, wearing the Kasaya symbolizes the Buddhist philosophy of Jat'ailshisongbul ("Sirnultaneous
attaining of Buddhahood for everyone”)

2. The material symbolizes endurance and contentment by being satisfied with any kind of clothes,
may they be good or bad. The material of the Kasaya comes fo signify the harmony among the monk’s
community.

3. The Kasaya uses peculiar colours, and the <€Caturvargiva-vinaya® prohibits the use of the five
primary and secondary colours. This is to symbolize equality, wherein there is no distinction between the
noble and the mean.

4. The structure of the Kasaya. according to the <Caturvargiya-vinaya®. takes the form of a field.

The Jo is cut lengthwise and divided in nine grades following the Mahayana tradition as written in the
< Amitayur-buddhénusmrti-sttra» €Sukhati-vyoha» € Amit abha-buddha-siitra®. This idea reflects
the philosophy of salvation of the Pure Land thought.

The Je has many Jang(long’) and few Dan('short’). The meaning of this is that all living beings by
self-cultivation can overcome the dirty law of the secular world and follow the way of the sage who
have attained their Buddha nature.

5. With respect to the sewing, after finishing the sewing the Jang and the Dan are combined together
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representing the interdependence between the holy person and the common person. Therefore, the

sewing symbolizes the interconnection among all living beings as it arise from the "conditional causation”

law.

As I have shown above, the philosophy behind of the Kasaya developed and was enriched as it cross

over China from India, to the Original Buddhist thought with which was created in India was added the

richness of the Mahayana Buddhist thought. As a result, the Kasaya came to signify the "field image”.

The field-image symbolized by the Kasaya came to signify the "heart-field” of all living beings. The

"heart-field” by its cultivation is field with blessings. Therefore, from the sanghati the Nine Grade, the

evolution and changes in the designs of the Kasaya through the different periods of history became

clearly an expression how it is possible for anybody to attend the Buddha nature, This changes also show

how the Buddhist precepts became reformed from the original Buddhism,
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