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Intimacy, passion and commitment in marriage among Korean people:
A test of the triangular theory of love
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{Abstract)

The predictions derived from Sternberg’s triangular theory of love were tested in
order to explain the love relationships in marriage among Korean people. We were
first interested in whether the subjective love experiences of respondents could be
characterized by three components: intimacy, passion and commitment. We then
attempted to examine the time course of each component as the marital relationships
continued. 1687 married men and women were asked to complete the questionnaire,
including the love scale developed by researchers based on Sternberg’s and other
researchers’ work. . ;

The results are as follows. First, the love experienced by Korean men and women
in their marriage can be classified by 3 dimensions: intimacy, passion, and
commitment. Second, intimacy is the most powerful indicator of love in marital
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relationships, followed by passion and commitment. Third, each of the 3 dimensions
of marital love showed a U-shaped pattern as the marriage continued. Fourth,
commitment was more stable than the other 2 dimensions throughout the marriage.

The results of the study showed that Sternberg’s triangular theory of love is useful
to explain the marital love among Korean people.
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W92t AEAE Hol Zeth -05 T -03 67
woxtel Ao s HEsH o) 23k A1 61 10 54
wWeAje] tid Ages # 29tk 08 60 11 51
w27t Aol ¢l wolx At 13 56 12 53
HeAE B ANoEs &30k 13 .56 .10 51
(A9
old ojg] & Yo] o= $el AEL FAFAT 04 -07 83 68
$2le} #A= JPY Rojch 04 13 66 58
wieAoAlE 4oz FAsHo} Ak -01 05 65 45
ge o Eeh Ul Wi$ATE ARFE Zlolth 06 13 64 59
Eigenvalues 9.33 1.60 1.07
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