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(Abstract)

This study propose to analyze the design method and the
form elements of museums, of works by Richard Meier, and
through the analysis, spacial characteristics of museums will
be understood.

The museum works of Richard Meier, as an exhibition
space, not only display the art works efficiently, but they
also offer visitors the opportunity to experience the art of
architecture, as a cultural space. Richard Meier, when
working on the projects, has utilized the design methods
and the architectural language, learned from Mies van der
Rohe and Le Corbusier, resourcefully. Having the structural
grid as basis, the rational rectangular forms were intended
for exhibition space, while the circular and partial circular
forms of geometry were utilized in formative space. This
was able to maintain the balance between functional and
formative space. In the museums of his works, the ramp
and the glass wall separated from the structure become
very important means of expression. The ramps, not only
make people to enjoy the interior and exterior of museum,
but also able them to see the works of art from different
distances and angles repeatedly and the large glass wall
reveals the various shapes of interior to exterior. In
comparing with the design method and language of two
masters mentioned, the design principles and elements,
developed by Meier were applied to the site plans, exhibition
space planning and elevations to manifest its originality. The
design concept, derived from the urban fabric and historical
buildings around, gave harmony to the museum with its
surroundings, and employing the deformed axis brought
variation and the effect of diversion to the site plan. The
exhibition space is much vitalized by the well arrangement
of various exhibition fixtures in the museum. The exhibion
fixtures, which the partitions, shelves, miches, and stages
were put together in flexibility, play multiple roles as
partitions dividing spaces, as furniture displaying art works,
and as elements creating forms. The systematically arranged
fixtures, also produce several visual axes and centers, which
have visitors appreciate the works of art in various
perspectives, hence create a unique environment.
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