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Necrotic Enteritis Caused by Clostridium perfringens in
California sea lion (Zalophus californianus)

Nam-shik Shin, Soo-wahn Kwon, Gi-hwan Lee', Yang-bum Kim, Jae-hoon Choi*,
Ju-yeon Park*, Han-sang Yoo*, Dae-yong Kim* and Oh-kyeoung Kwon*
Everland Zoological Gardens, Yong-In 449-715, Korea
*College of Veterinary Medicine, Seoul National University, Suwon 441-744, Korea

ABSTRACT : A case of enetritis caused by Clostridium perfringens was observed in 4years
old, male California sea lion(Zalophus californianus). Clinical signs were included in anorexia,
depression, diarrhea and vomitting, and the animal died on 4 days after showing clinical signs.
Grossly, bloody contents were presented in the intestine and the intestinal mucosa were con-
gested and dark redcolored, and also there were serous fluid in the peritoneal cavity. Histo-
pathologically coagulative necrosis destroyed two third of the villus. Clostridium perfringens
were isolated from the intestinal contents. Based on the gross and histopathological findings,
this case was diagnosed as necrotic enteritis caused by Clostridium perfringens infection.
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Fig 1. Loss of body weight and emaciation



Fig 3. Serous fluid in the peritoneal cavity
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