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An Ethnorgraphic Study on the Elementary Science
Classes of the 5th grade Students
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Korea National University of Education

ABCTRACT

The most of elementary school science textbook contents are composed of observation and ex
periment activities. When students study natural phenomena, observation and experiment are st
rongly emphasized to improve understanding of scientific concepts and inquiry abilities. The pu
rpose of this study is deep understanding about experimental science classes.

This ethnographic study is conducted by observations of experimental science classes in natur
al setting and interviews of teachers, students of the 5th grade.

The conclusions of this study are as follows:

First, the general process of the elementary science experimental classes is ’identifying learnin
g purposes—planning experiments—predicting the results—> experimenting—summarizing the res
ults” The experiments are conducted by group activities and the teachers conceived that the mo
st difficult step considered by students is ’planning experiments’.

Second, students like hands-on activities, but they feel difficulty on less guided expenments
Students perform results oriented-activities.

Third, in group activities, students prefer to work with the same gender or collaborative peers.
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