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A Study on the Decorating Design of the Handrail in
the Korean Traditional Dwelling Houses
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Abstract

This study is concerned on the decorating design and method of handrail of the old residential houses.

The method of studying is proceeding to select and survey the houses identified as the cultural properties
that have the value of heritage in the handrail design.

The conclusion as following ; Handrail play not only functional part but embellished part. The wood
Handrails can be classified in two styles ; One "pyung"(®@) style, another "keja"#5F) style. The former is
composed of straight lines which looks simple. On the other hand, the latter contains the elavorated
decoration which gives solid beauty.

In conclusion, the characteristic of the handrail in Korean structure is found in the changing the sense
of the lineal and curve beauty into the symmetrical line, and is fund in the variety of the high qualified
details. Over its esthetic senses, the residentshope and need for the goodness such as good omen, rich
longevity and getting boys and formed as passive symbolic world, and the auspicious signed letters and the
geometric and natural forms of plants, are expressed upon the decorating design of handrail.
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