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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to investigate the trend of the familism and the awareness of parent-
supporting, showing how personal background variables affect the familism and how the familism affect the
awareness of parent-supporting. The data were collected from May 20, 1998 till June 5, 1998 for 621
college students consisted of 300 male students and 321 female students.

SPSS-PC was used for data analysis, and the data were tested by ANOVA, t-Test, Pearson’s Correlation,
Multiple Regression Analysis, and Duncan Test.

The major findings are as follows:

1) The college students’ familism generally tends to show low scores (M=2.79), indicating the modem

familism-individualism.

2) The college students’ awareness of parent-supporting is reported to be highfM=4.23); the highest
awareness of parent-supporting is financial supporting, the next is service supporting, then emotional
supporting.

3) For personal background variables, male students rather than female students, the students who have
parents with more monthly income, and those who have experience in living with grandparents tend
to have more traditional familism.

4) Older students, the students with more traditional familism, those who find more satisfaction in family
relations, and male students rather than female students tend to show higher awareness of parent-
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supporting.

5) In causal relations among the personal background variables, the familism, the awareness of parent-
supporting, the variables with a significant impact on the familism are gender, parents’ monthly
income, and experience in living with grandparents, in order of impact. Age, the familism, satisfaction
in family relations, and gender, in order of impact, affect the awareness of parent-supporting.

Especially, the familism has the highest correlations with the awareness of financial, emotional, and

service supporting, and shows considerable causal impact on the awareness of parent-supporting in general.
That is to say, the more the familism, the more the awareness of the parent-supporting.
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