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ABSTRACT

This study examined the factor structure of social competence and the relationship between
social competence and emotional intelligence in preschool children. The subjects were 503 3- to 6-
year-old children. Instruments were the Emotional Intelligence Rating Scale for Preschool Children
and The Social Competence Scale. The validity and reliability of the factor structures of The Social
Competence Scale were confirmed. These factors were initiative, ability, and sociability. The
relationship between The Social Competence Scale and the emotional intelligence scale was highly
significant (r=.29, p<.001). Three sub-factors of The Social Competence Scale were significantly
related to the total emotional intelligence score. Among the six sub-factors of emotional
intelligence, 5 were related to the otal score of social competence.

These were utilization of emotion, empathy, appraisal and expression of selt emotion,

relationship with teacher, and relationship with peers
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