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The Effects of Playing Video Games
on Children’s Visual Parallel Processing
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ABSTRACT

This study examined the effects of short and long term playing of video games on children’s
visual parallel processing. All of the 6 fourth grade subjects were above average in [Q. They were
classified into high and low video game uscrs. Instruments were a visual parallel processing task
consisting of imagery integration items, computers, and the arcade video game, Pac-Man. Subjects
were pre-lested with a visual parallel processing task. After one week, the experimental group
played video games for 15 minutes, but the control group didn’t play. Immediately following this,
all children were post-tested by the same task used on the pretest. The data was analyzed by
ANCOVA and repeated measures ANOVA. The results showed that playing short-term video games
improved visual parallel processing and that long term experience with video games also affected
visual parallel processing. there were no differences between high and low users in visual parallel

processing after playing short term video games.
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