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Abstract

From 1998, Oriental Medical Physicians(OMP) is distributed in Public Health Sector. But
long term plan for Oriental Medicine in Public Health is not existed. So, this study is

designed for the activation of OMP.

Subjects in this study were comprised 3 groups of oriental medicine related persons, the group
of which are Students of 11 Oriental Medical Schools, Oriental Medical Physicians in Public Health
Sector, Specialist Group of Oriental medicine Policy(total 1,458 persons). Data were collected from

July 1st to November 30, 1999. Direct interview with key persons, systematic interview by using of

interview protocol, e-mail and facsimile have been conducted. The results of survey were coded by

Excel 5.0, and analysed with SAS 6.12 statistical package. Inter-group difference determined by

T-test, and descriptive statistics have been examined. Major findings can be epitomized as follows :

1) OMP disposition to multifarious organizations and institutes such as Public Health
Centers, Public Health Sub-centers, Public Hospitals, Private Hospitals in
Remote-Vulnerable Area, Community Social Welfare Centers, Institutes for Heath Policy
Research, etc, will promise an effective use of Oriental Medical Physician.
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2) Average number of patients treated by OMP was 22.8, average budget for oriental

medical department, in which OMP were affiliated, was 39.6 million Won per year.

Direct cost per every patient visit was 7,210.9 Won, which is considered expensive for

public health service. Therefore, development and transformation for Oriental Medical

Service in Public Health Sector is desirable in economic and political aspects.

3) It is recommended that FAdvisory Committeey , TPlanning Commission for Public
Health in Oriental Mediciney should be established for the activation and for the
support of Oriental Medical Physician in Public Health Sector.

4) Most effective programmes for oriental public health doctor are health service

programmes for the elderly, Home health visit, chronic degenerative disease control

services(p<0.001).

5) Standard guideline for facilities and equipments of Oriental Medicine Department in

Public Health Center is needed for optimal supply of resources and activation of public

health activity.
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