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Abstract : This study analyzes regional disparities in North Korea and suggests a regional balanced development
strategy with linkage to the establishment of special economic zone(SEZ). SEZs are required inevitably to solve the
economic crisis and to accomplish the regional balanced development in North Korea. Furthermore, it is said that
there are two types of SEZs, labor intensive manufacture and tourism, appropriate to North Korea from the
perspective of resource use. As North Korea is faced with serious regional disparities between primate city Pyongyang
and other areas, it is desirable that SEZs will be located evenly in all other areas beside Pyongyang. Therefore, this
paper suggests that proper locational areas of the manufacture-centered SEZ are Shinuiju, Nampo, Haeju, Chongjin,
Kimchaek, Hamhung and Wonsan; and also, those of the tourism-centered SEZ are Mt. Kumgangsan, Mt. Paekdusan

and Mt. Myohyangsan.

Key Words : North Korea, regional disparity, regional balanced development strategy, special economic zone
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