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Adolescents' Delinquent Behavior According to Family Related Variables
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate the relationship of family related variables with adolescents’
delinquent behaviors. Family related variables were consisted of (a) family's general characteristics (ie.,
occupation, income, etc.) and (b) family relationship charateristics (i.e.. parents’ child rearing attitude, parents’
marital relationship, and communication level between parents and adolescent children). Adolescents” delinquent
behaviors were also analyzed according to adolescents’ general charateristics such as sex, grade, birth order,
school achievement level, and religion. The data were collected from 577 middle and high school students in
Chonju by using self-administered questionnaire method.

Results showed that there were significant differences in the frequency level of adolescents’ delinquent
behaviors across adolescents’ sex, grade, birth order, school achievement level, and religion, and across mother's
occupation, and subjective living level. The delinquent behaviors were also negatively correlated with most of
family relationship characteristics. Results of multiple regression analyses indicated that communication of
adolescent children with their father and mother's child rearing attitude were most significant variables
influencing adolescents’ delinquent behaviors,
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