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The credibility of child testimony
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ABSTRACT

This study investigated differences between the ability of children and young adults to
describe their experience. Forty 5-year-olds and 40 16-year-olds viewed 12
pictures(Azmitia, 1987) and responded to open-ended, closed and misleading questions.
Responses were categorized by the SPSS WIN program into rate of correctness,
incorrectness, unresponsiveness and “don’t know”. Data were analyzed by t-test. On
open—ended questions, the rate of incorrectness by young adults was higher than that of
children. On closed questions, children had a higher rate of incorrectness than young
adults. On misleading questions, children showed a lower performance in the rate of
correctness and “don’t know” and the rate of incorrectness by children was higher than
that of young adults.
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oxl fa ¥

3. T=HER0 ChE 4o B
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I frote] AYEE, LHE, ‘ZEUAIRN &Y

o3 EEHAE T, F
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M (SD) M (SD)
FoF (N=40) AAN=40) '
A4E 45.00 (28.28) 78.44 (18.34) 627 *
LHE 54.06 (28.64) 10.63 (13.14) 8.72 *
‘RErh AR § 94 ( 593) 10.94 (13.33) -4.33 *
* P<01
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