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Influences of Victimization by Peers on the Self-Esteem of Adolescents:
The Role of Attachment and Friendship
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the influences of victimization by peers on
self-esteem and the role of father/mother attachment and friendship with a range of 34
2nd-grade junior high school students(169 boys and 185 girls). The subjects reported
victimization, father/mother attachment, friendship(number of friends and presence of a best
friend), self-esteem and their peers rated victimization, too. The result indicated that (1)
Victims in the end of the second semester were also those who were victimized by peers in
the end of the first semester, (2) The victimization by peers effected on self-esteem in boys
and girls, (3) The interaction effect of victimization and parent attachment on self-esteem
was statistically significant only for boys, and friendship on self-esteem was statistically
significant only for girls.
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