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The Relationship between Children’s Social Behavior and
Parental Perspectives on Community Life
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ABSTRACT

The influence of parental perspectives about community life on children’s social behavior was
studied with dyads of 140 children 3-6 years of age. The children’s teachers rated children’s
behavior on rule-keeping and responsible behavior. Teacher ratings were compared with the 6 sub-
factors of parents’ perspectives on community life. Father’s overall perspectives about community
life was correlated with child’s responsible behavior but not with rule-keeping behavior. However,
father’s autonomy and attitude towards community life was correlated to both behaviors. Age and
gender differences in children’s rule-keeping and responsible behaviors showed that these behaviors
increased with age and girls showed more frequent rule-keeping and responsible behaviors than
boys.
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