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{Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to confirm the productivity of housework empirically
by analyzing the newspaper articles during the financial aid from the IMF. During
this period, Korean Households experienced severe income decrease and jobless
increase, so they had to cut expenses. And Korea government also wanted to share
the burden of overcoming the currency crisis with households. Theoretically, Home
economists has approved the productivity of housework as it increases the worth of
wage by reducing cost of labor reproduction. So this article try to verify the
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productivity of housework by analyzing if there was public demand of housework
as a means of reducing expenses during the IMF regime, based on newspaper articles.

The major findings that are derived from the study are as follows :

First, during the IMF regime, Households and housewives were described as an
agent of overcoming economic crisis in newspaper articles. Second, households were
required to substitute money expenses for housework to cut expenses. These results
show that housework has worth as a productive labor and contribute to society and
households as it increases the worth of wage and decreases the cost of living.
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