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A Study on the Development of Thesaurus Using Terminological Definitions
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ABSTRACT

As contemporary thesauri have become large and complex, it is increasingly difficult to assess the
intended meaning of each one of the terms. Thereby the meaning of many descriptors seems to be very
similar, and it is often not possible to distinguish among them and to identify the term correctly. Purpose
of this article is to induce definitions of descriptors in thesaurus by specifying the characteristics of each
concept, locating it in the domain and providing clear and prescriptive information on the meaning of
each descriptor in the form of a standardized terminological definition. In this study, a small prototype
thesaurus using definition of term in the field of information industry in Korean Standards has been
developed. In this thesaurus definitions are written for each descriptor with the help of a proposed
defining model and in accordance with defining rules borrowed from the field of terminology. In
addition, elements of analyzed definition have been included in the relation structure of descriptors. It is
revealed that terminological definition added to thesaurus may permit extraction of separate items of
information from definitions for the representation of knowledge structures and makes it eas1er to
confine the scope of descriptors to be included in thesaurus in a given subject field.
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erb: begin (began.begun_beginning)

1. Take the first step or steps in camying out an action
| 2 Hawve abeginning, in atempaoral, spatial, or evaluative
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NASA Al A Canadian Literacy Thesaurus

" microbursts (meteorology)
(added January 1993)
SN ({EXCLUDES IONOSPHERIC
| RADIATION MICROBURSTS) Definition
« efinition}
. i:;if Stﬁkggot?]% ;?giﬁ%eirggxgdrzg programs designed, administered and staffed hy a

Library literacy programs

, likrary
. outflow of severe winds near the
ground that diverge radially from the French equivalent:
impact point. Proyramme d'alphghétisgtiun en hibliothéque
UF  bow echo microburst events Vsed for: ‘
GS meteorology Librazy baged literacy programs
. MIGr ometeomlogy Likrary operated literacy programs

. microbursts
{meteorology)

Broader Terms:
Literacy programs

storms
(O 2) NASA Al AL} CLTS| &ALz
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