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Influential Factors on Size of Residential Space in Later Life
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Abstract

This study has been performed to analyze size and deficit problem of residential space in later life. In
this study, 216 Koreans aged 50 to 79 were surveyed for their current residential space and family related
items such as age, marital status, living arrangement, birth order, and housing status. The results are
drawn as follows: 1.The space size significantly fluctuates by marital status, number of generations living
together, tenure, and structure type; For example, use of indoor area per person ranges from 7.01 pyoung
for three-generation households to 19.53 for one-generation households. 2. As for space deficit, very old
widowed females, 50's living in rented or multi-family housing units, and those living in three generations
are high risk groups of the space deficit below 7 pyoung per person. In this study, further researches are
recommended as follows; Reparding the highest risk group of space deficit, life styles causing
space-related conflicts should be studied, and accordingly proper welfare services for the causal life styles
be offered. Housing maintenance & utility costs be investigated and guidelines should be proposed for any
surplus groups among the 60's, so that their space surplus can be reduced by suitable adjustment process.
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