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{Abstract)

This study atternpted to examine the changing patterns of marital love constructs
among married men and women in Korea. It is based on our prior research that
showed each of the 3 dimensions of marital love(intimacy, passion, and commitment
derived from Sternberg’s Triangular Theory of Love) shaped U pattern as the marriage
continued. We analyzed 1687 respondents’ answers by principal axis factoring with
contextual point of view including individual, familial, and socio-cultural developments.

The results are as follows. First, the love constructs of Korean men and women
in their marriage show different qualitative patterns as the marriage continued. Second,
intimacy is the most powerful indicator of love, coming out the first factor in all
the stages of marital relationships. Third, we can see marital stability from the locus
of commitment with other components of love, and it could be apply to marital
educational program for promoting marital stability. Forth, passion is found separated
behavioral from perceived dimension except the first marital stage. As conclusion, it
needs to analyze with family life cycle, birth and marriage cohort groups for examining
closely the causes of this qualitative changes in marital relationships.
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