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A Study on Archiving and Perpetual-Access for Electronic Journals
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ABSTRACTS

In the print world libraries have served as the archival repository for journals that they owned. In
the age of digital information, however, with the licensing of electronic journals librarjes purchase
access to journal contents rather than paying for ownership. Libraries note the potential benefits of
electronic journals, but also quake at the thought of inaccessible electronic journal contents caused by
lack of preservation, changing tech  or publisher requi It is real that libraries have not
yet stepped in to create archives of the electronic journals they are purchasing. In the digital
environments, publishers, libraries, and other information providers are not the independent units that
we used to be. It will take us all working together to solve the problem of preserving access to
electronic journals. Thus, it is reasonable that a national library would be charge of making a
comprehensive archiving policy on electronic journals, and that cooperative agreements of local
libraries can help divide responsibility for different subject areas or materials.
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