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(Abstract)

William Morris(1834-1896) was the most versatile and talented of
all British nineteenth century polymaths. Since his death over one
hundred years ago his achievements as an artist, designer,
manufacturer, shop-keeper, poet, author, publisher, printer, collector,
teacher, conservationist, political activist and environmentalist have
influenced the lives and work of people throughout the world.

Morris is now best known for his attractive and colorful patterns.
The decorating firm of Morris, Marshall, Faulk & Company(Morris &
Company after 1875) was established in 1861. Over the years it
produced works, ranging from stained-glass windows and furniture to
tapestries, carpets and printed and woven fabrics, that had great
influence on the course of British design. His earliest experiments
with the craft were amateurishly worked embroideries made for his
own use. Before long, Morris began to produce textiles on a more
commercial basis. In order to control production properly, Morris set
about learning the various textiles techniques, first dyeing and
blockprinting, hand-loom jacquard and eventually, carpet and tapestry
weaving. This extraordinary involvement with the practical side of
manufacture separated Morris from all other designers of his time
and contributed in no small way to his success. Morris's designs for
textiies, embroidery, dyeing, woven, carpet and tapestry were
commercially produced, that are most universally admired and
frequently copied today. These have a timeless quality arising from
the designer's respect for and knowledge of the technique. Of equal
importance was his love of nature, evidence of which can be seen
in even the smallest details of each of his patterns.
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