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ABSTRACT : In this study, PPy/gold/mylar type electroactive bi—layer actuator was prepared
by the electrochemical polymerization of pyrrole onto the gold/mylar film and the actuation
characteristics were studied using bending beam method. Conducting polymer—based
actuators undergo volumetric changes due to the movement of dopant ions into the film
during the electrical oxidation process. The bilayer films exhibited different actuation
characteristics depending on dopant ion size. It was observed that the relatively small dopant
ion (i.e. toluene sulfonate) moved into the PPy film at oxidized state, so volume expanded to
result in bending motion. In case of the film having large dopant ion (.e. dodecylbenzenesulfonate),
volume expansion was observed at reduced state. This is due to the incorporation of Na*
counterion with water molecules, while the large dopant ion was fixed in the film due to the
limited mobility during the redox process.
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Figure 1. PPy film thickness vs. reduction time.
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Figure 2. Actuation angle variation at redox
potential (—1.1~1.1V).
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Figure 8. EDS results of PPy’ (PTS") at oxidation(top)
and reduction (bottom).
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Figure 4. PPy’ (PTS")film actuation at redox potential.
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Figure 5. EDS results of PPy (ClO;7) at oxidation(top)
and reduction (bottom).
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Figure 6. PPy (ClO,") film actution at redox potential.
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Figure 7. EDS results of PPy"(DBS") at oxidation (top)
and reduction (bottom).
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Figure 8. PPy (DBS") film actuation at redox potential.
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Table 1. Actuation Characteristics of PPy Films
Depending on Dopants Variation
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