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ABSTRACT

Students’ journals in science class are supposed to contribute to students’ science learning and to
provide plentiful information on students' learning and progress. If interaction could be reinforced in
the process of writing journals, the positive effects of the journals are expected to be increased. New
approaches in teaching should be supported by school and community. Otherwise, teachers are
frequently frustrated and failed to introduce new ways of instruction into science classes. The
purposes of the study are to develop interactive journals, and approaches to introduce interactive
journals at school level.

The status and situation of the school were investigated by survey. Interactive journals were
developed by teachers who experienced workshops on developing journals. A model journal was
provided as a guidance to teachers. To establish environments for introducing journals in the school,
an invited lecture was provided to increase parents' perceptions on journals. A communication system
among students, parents, and teachers was establishd, and educational materials, such as
encyclopedia, books, computers, and so on were prepared. For efficient administration of journals,
various prizes and events were established.

As a result of the study, teachers participated experienced professional development in terms of
journals, interactive journals for science class were developed, the environments for the introduction
of interactive journals at school level were established, and most students successfully completed
science journals.
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