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<ABSTRACT>

Adolescents’ Use of Harmful Environment and Correlates
of Risk Health Behaviors

Ho-Jin Lee* - Myung-Sun Lee**

* Department of Preventive Dentistry, College of Dentistry, Yonsei University
** Department of Health Education, Ewha Womans University

Harmful environment around school area have been increased with socio-economic
development in Korea. Those entertainment facilities have caused a negative effect on the learning
environment in many schools. As a result of increased entertainment harmful facilities in school
area, the numbers of deviant behaviors such as drinking, smoking, substance abuse and sexual
activity among junior high school students have been significantly increased.

Given this situation, the aim of this study was to describe the distribution of the facilities;
to access applied(experience) of the facilities according to students demographic variables; and to
identify the relationship between use of the facilities and students risk health behaviors such as
smoking, drinking, substance abuse and sexual activity.

The field theory was used to study the relationship between the use of the facilities and risk
health behaviors among students. A self-administered questionnaire survey was conducted in
Korea. 2,114 junior and senior high school students(middle and high school students) were
recruited by the method of proportional stratified random sampling from June to July 2000.

Results indicated that:

1) The rates of using game centers, PC rooms, Song rooms and comic rooms were 78.3%,
75.6%, 71.6%, and 34.3% respectively.

2) High school students visited the entertainment facilities significantly more than middle
school students(p<0.001).

3) The rates of using facilities near schools were significantly associated with parents
job(p<0.05).

4) The rates of drinking, smoking, drug abuse, and sexual activity were 21.6%, 11.9%, 4.3%
and 1.6% respectively.

5) Risk health behaviors such as smoking(p<0.001) and drinking(p<0.001), amount of
smoking and drinking(p<0.001) and sexual activity(p<0.05) were associated with the experience of
using the facilities. Those who had drinking experience were more likely to go the facilities than
those without drinking experience. Also, those who were smoker had higher probability of going
using the facilities than non-smokers.



