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A Comparative Study on Fisheries Resource Management
System between Korea and China

Cheol-Pyo CHA

(Pukyong National University)

Abstract

Korea and China are two opposite countries located aside Yellow Sea and co-utilize the East
China Sea. The two countries are close together from geological point of view, however, the
competitive development of resources was more emphasized than the cooperative development
of resources between the two countries because the special policy relationship. Additionally,
after the communist government of China was founded in 1949, the political conception
between the two countries was quite different. Therefore the establishment of appropriate
international fisheries co-operation was impossible, and the international management problems
of fisheries resources in Yellow Sea and East China Sea were let alone.

UN convention on the Law of the Sea came to force in 1994, Korea and China adopted the
exclusive economic zone system in 1996.

On the other hand, Fisheries Law in Korea was enacted in 1953 in order to management
of fisheries resources, and also China was enacted fisheries law in 1986. The two countries
control the fisheries effort through fisheries license system, meanwhile through prohibition
fishing area, prohibition fishing period, limitation of net size, and limitation of body length to
conserve and manage the fisheries resource. The serious management methods of resource
management in the two countries are similar such as the creation of promptly decreased
species and those species that have commercial value, discharge of fish seedling stock,
settlement of artificial reef and clean of fishing ground.

Therefore, the two countries should consider not only the improvement of formal law
system, but also how to recover the fisheries resources in circumference water zone and how
to improve the efficiency of fisheries resource management. Specially the settlement and
management of artificial reef should be chosen in the area that have the highest benefit to two
countries, and should establish the common management system of discharge of fish seedling
stock. And the two countries should adopt the same criteria through technical management
and limitation of net size, limitation of body length, and prohibition area of special fisheries to
ensure the highest fisheries benefit of fisherman in the two countries and the highest efficiency

of fisheries resource management.
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