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Peer Rejection and Acceptance of Bullies and Victims:
Differences in Gender and Types of Aggression
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ABSTRACT

With 338 fifth-grade students as subjects, this study examined variations in the relation
between school bullying and rejection or acceptance by peers as a function of gender and
types of aggression. Results showed that the more a boy bullied other children, the more
likely he was to be rejected by peers. The more a girl bullied other children, the more
likely she was to be accepted by peers. Girls’ aggressive behaviors also contributed to their
acceptance by peers. When levels of physical and relational aggression were kept constant,
verbal aggression was positively related to peer rejection for boys but negatively related for
girls. The use of relational aggression contributed to peer rejection only for girls. The
findings provide preliminary bases for understanding bullying. Implications of the gender
differences are discussed.
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